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Preamble 
Asclepius was the greek god of  
medicine and the originator of physicians 
who healed the sick by both supportive care 
and the use of early herbs and ointments.  
This is also the origin of the snaked caduceus 
symbolic of all branches of medicine. Literal 
translation of the society motto is “from 
science and empathy comes healing” 
 
Asclepius seeks to promote long-term 
camaraderie between students as well as 
generosity to the Philadelphia university and 
outside Community as a whole.  
 
Although focused primarily on students 
planning careers in Medicine, the Society 
also draws its members from Health 
Professions including Veterinary Science 
and Dentistry as well as those pursuing 
careers in Medical Research.  
 
Meeting once a month, the Asclepius Society 
hears reports from its officers as well as 
talks by visiting speakers.  

Being a good health care professional 
involves recognizing and helping others who 
are less fortunate. To promote community 
spirit, other important activities of the 
group include 3-4 fundraisers per semester 
and volunteer service  
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Article 1 membership  
Membership of the pre-medical  
Asclepius society shall consist of 
Both full-time and part-time current 
undergraduate science students interested 
in a career in medical and allied health 
fields. 
 
Alumni students, who are graduates of the 
pre-medical sciences major and remain 
interested in the support of the Asclepius 
society are also welcome. 
 
 

Article 2 governance 
Governance of the society (herein referred 
to as “the Asclepius advisory board”) shall 
consist of five annually elected officers 
from the general membership of the pre-
medical Asclepius society.  
 
Elections of the officers will occur by the 
end of January of the semester previous to 
their taking office.  
 
Elected officers will then train under the 
outgoing officers for a semester to ensure a 
smooth transition for the advisory board.  
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Officers will operate in the following 
capacities: - 
 

1. president 
2. vice-president  
3. treasurer 
4. communications  
5. webmaster 

 
president and vice president should             
self nominate, providing a statement of            
intent to all society members.  
 
officers will be elected by majority (or 
default in the event of no second candidate) 
and allowed to serve for only one year. 
 
Treasurer, communications and webmaster         
officers will self nominate and be elected by 
majority or default in the event of no second 
candidate running.  
 
These officers will be allowed to serve for a 
maximum of two years. 
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article 3 duties of officers 
acting together the functions of the 
Asclepius advisory board are 
 
1. call at least three full, general 

meetings of the society per semester to 
which outside speakers are invited 

 
2. call at least three advisory board  

meetings per semester for the             
planning of organizational              
strategies 

 
3. organize and execute at least three 

fundraisers per semester both to provide 
funding to cater monthly meetings and 
for support of external charities 

 
4. research and Suggest suitable 

charitable recipients for proceeds of 
fundraisers; final recipients to be 
decided by a majority vote of the general 
membership of the Asclepius society 

 
5. attend at all sga and presidential 

council events including but not limited 
to homecoming, Halloween carnival and 
pulse awards 
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each officer also has independent 
responsibilities that are not to be 
substituted for or in any way undermined by 
roles of any other Asclepius officer. These 
responsibilities are detailed below: -  
 
1. president 

 serve as the society figurehead, 
representing Asclepius to all external 
and internal governance bodies of 
Philadelphia university 

 
 supervise overall governance of the 

Asclepius society and all activities 
undertaken by it 

 
 ensure that society is registered and call 

for periodic update of constitutional 
process (not to exceed every 5 years) 

 
 organize and populate any subcommittees 

needed to operate fundraising or other 
societal activities 

 
 suggest replacements if an officer’s 

position becomes vacant during their 
election through unexpected 
circumstances 

 
 
 

 



Pre-Medical Asclepius Society Constitution December 2007 

 7

2. vice president 
 act as main liaison to the rest of the 

Asclepius advisory board including 
grievance and conflict resolution (if 
necessary) 

 
 assist and temporarily deputize for the 

president in any activities listed above in 
which he/she is unable to perform 
his/her duties 

 
 
3. treasurer 

 accurately document income and 
expenditure for the asclepius society 
using spreadsheet or hard copy notebook  

 
 present details of income and 

expenditure to the general membership of 
the asclepius society together with 
faculty advisory at least annually 

 
 act as financial liaison for events and 

prepare a budget of same for each 
activity including monthly meetings and 
fundraiser start up finances 

 
 chart payment of membership fees and 

contact individuals who are delinquent in 
payment 
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4. communications 
 update email distribution lists for the 

Asclepius society 
  
 welcome incoming members to the 

Asclepius society 
 

 keep all societal members appraised of 
meetings and fundraisers with emailed 
reminders one week and 24 hours prior to 
each event 

 
 

5. webmaster 
 maintenance and organization of 

Asclepius society webpage to ensure 
correct listings of officers and contacts 
(http://orgs.philau.edu/asclepius/)  

 
 point person for submission of digital 

photographs from other individuals for 
use in Asclepius involvement in events 

 
 timely posting of event digital photos to 

webpage 
 

 act as backup digital photographer for 
the Asclepius society to ensure events 
are documented  

 

http://orgs.philau.edu/asclepius/
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article 4 officer interns 
the Asclepius advisory board shall have 
trainees (herein referred to as interns) to 
acquire governance skills.  
 
Interns will be selected primarily from 
unsuccessful but worthy candidates who 
have clear leadership ability and have 
participated in the governance elections.  
 
The president and vice president shall have 
two interns each with the remaining 
Asclepius advisory board members each 
having a single intern.  
 
Although having been an intern for an 
Asclepius officer is not to be regarded as a 
guarantee of success it is something worthy 
of a resume and demonstrates leadership 
ability.  
 
Interns will have the following 
responsibilities and duties: - 
 
 Receive on-the-job training for governance 
 Act as administrative assistants to their 

officer  
 Attend all meetings of the Asclepius 

Advisory Board 
 



Pre-Medical Asclepius Society Constitution December 2007 

 10

After a probationary period of one semester, 
unsatisfactory Interns may be dismissed and 
replaced with another individual.  
 
Interns who maintain reliable and consistent 
conduct at this point will be: - 
 
 Given the official title of Intern  

 
 Allowed to act as official designate at up 

to two meetings 
 
 Allowed some governance responsibility 

normally reserved for their assigned 
Officer  

o running a meeting (President’s and Vice 
President’s Interns) 

o sending out communiqués 
(Communication’s Officer’s Intern) 

o preparing spreadsheets (Treasurer’s 
Intern) 

o modifying the Asclepius Web Page 
(Webmaster’s Intern) 
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Article 5 faculty advisory 
The duties of faculty advisor shall be  
limited to: -  
 

1. attendance at monthly meetings 
 
2. invitation of external speakers for 

monthly meetings following input from 
Asclepius advisory board 

 
3. Serving as recognized faculty society 

liaison should external donations to 
the society be provided 

 
4. acting as official liaison between 

Asclepius society and the remainder of 
the Philadelphia university faculty and 
staff (with the exception of student life 
and SGA, which is the province of the 
Asclepius president) 
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